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There is a terrible story,
another ‘pretender’ to the title
theodicy, that is, to justify the
terrible in its bleakness, told about a
Messiah would be disposed of,
ways of God to Man. Theodicy
group of rabbis held prisoner in a
just
before
the
Pesach
(justifying God) is the use of
concentration camp during the
(Passover) festival began. Within
human reason to explain why,
Second
World
War.
Having
forty years other terrible events
according to that age-old puzzle,
considered the appalling events that
would befall the inhabitants of
God allows bad things to happen to
had befallen their communities, they
Jerusalem, now in rebellion and
good people. There are many sound
decided that they should put God on
the son of the Emperor,
theological
answers
to
that
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problem, not least that a world
that, if God loved Israel, how could
Temple itself to the ground, as
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Christ had prophesied.
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The trial went ahead and, as a result,
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God was found, according to their
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success and safety of the good,
deliberations, not to exist. Once the
them, attending the services of
would not be the world we know.
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We would quickly learn that doing
accepted, there followed a long and
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the right thing was the only way to
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survive.
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by
the
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women who followed Christ: at
imperative to survive we would
do we do now?’ They had realised
the Lamentations service, the
actually
lose
our
freedom;
that their bold question had left
Orthos of Great Saturday served
goodness would be conditional,
them staring into the abyss; if there
on the Friday evening, we shall
pursued only out of fear and our
be no God then they truly were
stand before the tomb of Christ
hearts would never be converted
abandoned. Clearly, with no hope left,
and mourn – a most common
to do the good because we loved
they could only give themselves up to
human experience but here with
God. Every parent with any
utter despair.
a
difference.
Unlike
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common sense knows this in
experience of unbelievers who
respect of their own children: that
On Great Friday we shall be
can only gaze into the dark abyss
a child-rearing regime exclusively
recalling a curiously similar event
and ultimately, despair, our
based on reward and punishment
that occurred two thousand years
mourning has been transformed.
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ago: putting God on trial. At that
As St. Paul tells us, we are not to
Though, in their grief
time, however, the leaders of Israel
mourn like those with no belief.
Christ’s first followers did not
did not know what they were doing;
[1 Thess. 4:13] No doubt, the
know it at the time, they were to
their own motives were purely
aposltes and the others stared at
experience a total transformation
political
expediency
and
the
one another on that Friday, as
of the way in which men had
protection of their position and
the sun went down and the sky
always lamented. Ever since the
perhaps their vested interests in the
suddenly darkened and, like the
Third Sunday of Lent, glimpses of
Temple finances. As Caiaphas says in
rabbis in the concentration camp,
the
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have
been
St. John’s gospel, “It is expedient
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evident,
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If
the
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now?
Apostles
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indeed
asked
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No doubt, those rabbis
themselves, what do we do now,
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crucifixion is none other than the
Century expected God to act, to
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This is what we do now.
wonder that our Paschal greeting is,
Christ is risen! And believing this When the women disciples of the
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do we do now? We remind each
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despair what do we do now? This,
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A Request

SERVICES

Vespers is normally served on Saturday’s
at 5.00pm in the Saints of Britain chapel.
Fr. Chrysostom is available for Confession
afterwards. The Proskomedia is served
at 9.0am and Orthros before the Liturgy
at 9.30am.

MAY

Great & Holy Week
st
1 Gt & Holy Wednesday Anointing
Service 7.00pm
2nd Gt & Holy Thursday
Celebration of the Mystical Supper
Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil 11.00am
Orthros – Twelve Gospels 6.00pm
3rd Gt & Holy Friday
Vespers of the Shroud 4.30pm
Orthros (Lamentations Service)
6.30pm
4th Gt & Holy Saturday
HOLY PASCHA
Midnight Office, Rush Procession,
Orthros and Divine Liturgy of Pascha
11.00pm
5th
SUNDAY OF PASCHA
Vespers of Love 2.30pm


Sun 12th Second of Pascha
Thomas Sunday. Orthros 9.30pm
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun 19th Third of Pascha The
Holy Myrrhbearers Patronal
feast of St. Dunstan Orthros
9.30pm Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun26th Fourth of Pascha The
Paralysed Man Orthros 9.30pm
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
JUNE
Sun 2 Fifth of Pascha The
Samaritan Woman
Orthros
9.30pm Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun 9th Sixth of Pascha The
Blind Man
Orthros 9.30pm
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Thurs 13th Ascension of Our
Lord
Sun 16th Afterfeast of
Ascension Orthros 9.30pm
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun 23rd Holy Pentecost
Orthros 9.30pm Divine Liturgy
10.30am
Sun 30th First after Pentecost
Feast of All Saints Orthros
9.30pm Divine Liturgy 10.30am
nd

