The believers were first called Christians at
Antioch
ACTS. 9:26
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own feeling is that, despite the Deanery web site: www.antiochian-orthodox.co.uk.
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clear that God must have ‘frontloaded’ the creation and known what
would result rather than, (as many
might wrongly imagine) intervene to
‘guide’ things along. The fact that
this creation resulted in a creature
with a brain sufficiently conscious
and rational enough not only to
understand the rational universe
and moreover, seek to know and
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The problem is that mankind,
made in the image and likeness of
God, is over-fond of trying to make
a ‘god’ of his own image. This is
bound to be an idol, for whilst
retaining the image, we have fallen
and have lost the likeness of God:
all approximations made in the
image of the current man cannot be
gods at all. Still, for all this, there
is an emptiness in the soul of man
that makes him contemplate the
need for something spiritually
fulfilling. All cultures and traditions
have expressed this; that somehow,
something or someone has to be
placated by incantation, sacrifice or

veneration.

Yet

no

matter

how

sophisticated or spiritually focused,
fallen man cannot repair himself and
recover that access to the Tree of
Life (Genesis 3:22f). All human
attempts

at

whether

self-perfection

religious,

political

or

physical, (as in the current pursuit
of immortality through the medical
science of embryology) are destined
for failure, given the natural laws
within

which

we

exist

here.

For this reason, God Himself has
sought us out. Adam first, He
sought in the garden, even when he
hid from God when he had learned
to his cost the knowledge of good
and evil (Genesis 3:9-10). As we
have recently commemorated, our
philanthropic God pursued mankind
in the holy forefathers of Christ.
Then, in his own time, He was born

SERVICES
Vespers is normally served on Saturday’s
at 5.00pm in the Saints of Britain chapel.
Fr. Chrysostom is available for Confession
afterwards. The Proskomedia is served
at 9.00am and Orthros before the
Liturgy at 9.30am.
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Sun 5th Sunday before
Theophany Divine Liturgy and
Great Blessing of Waters
10.30am
Mon 6th The Holy Theophany
Sun 11th Sunday after Theophany
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun 19th 30th after Pentecost
Sunday of the Ten Lepers
Divine Liturgy 10.30am
Sun 26th 31st after Pentecost
Sunday of Zacchaeus Divine
Liturgy 10.30am

among His old people and sharing
our nature, made us able at last to
recover

what

we

had

in

the

beginning in the mind of God. To
this end, God was born of a virgin,
breaking in past the natural laws to
make clear the sign: “Behold, the
virgin shall be with child, and bear a
Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,”

which

is

translated,

“God with us.” (Matthew 1:23). In
the New Testament miracles are
described as acts of power or as
signs. Clearly, when he lived among
us, Christ, firstly from compassion,
healed the sufferings of those who
came to him but even these were
signs declaring who He was. That
same power and compassion is still
among us, there in the sacramental
life of the Church. So, as long as
time continues and the Laws of
Nature endure, so the philanthropic
God will still break in to seek out
the lost souls.
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